Us energy storage solar photovoltaic

SOLAR ¢ro.

|s energy storage a viable option for utility-scale solar energy systems?

Energy storage has become an increasingly common component of utility-scale solar energy systems in the
United States. Much of NREL's analysis for this market segment focuses on the grid impacts of
solar-plus-storage systems, though costs and benefits are also frequently considered.

What is solar-plus-storage?

For solar-plus-storage--the pairing of solar photovoltaic (PV) and energy storage technologies--NREL
researchers study and quantify the unique economic and grid benefits reaped by distributed and utility-scale
systems. Much of NREL's current energy storage research isinforming solar-plus-storage analysis.

Can a solar energy storage system beinstalled in acommercial building?
Just as PV systems can be instaled in small-to-medium-sized installations to serve residential and
commercia buildings, so too can energy storage systems--often in the form of lithium-ion batteries.

What isthe largest solar project in the United States?

With a planned photovoltaic capacity of 690 megawatts (MW) and battery storage of 380 MW, it is expected
to be the largest solar project in the United States when fully operational. Battery storage. We aso expect
battery storage to set arecord for annual capacity additions in 2024.

How does solar-plus-storage affect energy systems?

Solar-plus-storage shifts some of the solar system's output to evening and night hours and provides other grid
benefits. NREL employs a variety of anaysis approaches to understand the factors that influence
solar-plus-storage deployment and how solar-plus-storage will affect energy systems.

How much does a PV system cost?

Our operations and maintenance (O&M) analysis breaks costs into various categories and provides total
annualized O&M costs. The MSP results for PV systems (in units of 2022 real USD/kWdc/yr) are $28.78
(residential), $39.83 (community solar), and $16.12 (utility-scale).
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